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Dicgram 1i Transportetion Infrastructure

Findings:

The alder neighbothoods of Flagstaff surroun ding Downtoswn and
Sunnyside have an mterconnected street grid,

Later developrments varied in the level of int erconnectivity, ranging
fram interconmection through large blodks {Hospital Hill and Upper
Greenlaw Estates)to loop roads and ail-de-sacs (Country Club
Estates and Lynwood),

Interstate Highway 40 is the major east-west connector, repladng the
historic Route &6,

Interstate Highway 17 connects Flagstaff to the Greater Phoenix
aTea

Highway 180 connects Flagstaff to the Srand Canyon.

The Santa Fe Railroad provides freight and passenger rail service to
Flagst aff.

Interstate Highway 40, Eoute 66 and the Santa Fe Railroad provide a
rrajor barrier to north-south conmne dtions.

Eoute 86, Butler Avermie and the Forrest/Cedar Ave, corridor carry
most of the eastwwest traffic within the City,

In Downtown and the surrounding neighborhoods, Humphreys,
Beaver, and San Frandsoo streets carry much of the north-south

traffic,

Milton Road connects the end of Interstate Highweay 17 with Route
e,
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Bicycle and Flagstaff Urban Trail Systems
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ram 2i Bicycle and Flagstaff Urkan Trail Systems
The Eicyde and Flagst aff Urban Trail Svsterns form a coraprehensive
network of recreational and compmuting alternatives for the residents
of Flagstaff.
The network of trails conmects Flagstaff's parks, institutions and
OpEn Space.
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Figure / Ground
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Dicgiram 3: Figure { Ground
Findings:

The pattern and scale of developrment is wisible in this diagram,
which shows the footprints of buildingsin black,

This diagram illustrates how much meore developed the northern
half of Flagstaffis campared tothe southern half,

Parks, Institutions and Open Space are shown in green with
associated buildings in black,
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Topography
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Dicgram 4: Topography

Findingst

The northern skyline of Flagstaffis defined by Mars Hill, Mehfillan
Mesa, San Frandsco Moumntain, and Elden Mountain,

Tothe southeast of Flagstaff is Walmat Canyon Wational Momuoment,

The land that was eadest to develop, north of Route 66, the Santa Fe
Railroad, and Iterstate Highway 40, has nearly been built autt, The

rrajarity of the rest of theland isharder to develop as steep 1 avines

and valleys define the topography.
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Steep Slopes
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Dicgram §: Steep Slopes

Findings:

Flagstaff has a series of steep sloped areas around the many hills
and ravines, These steeply sloped areas help define the character of
Flagst aff while constraining devel oprment.

The slopes are shown here in two categaries: 17%-25% slope and
=25% dape.
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Developed and Constrained Land

Dicgiram &: Developed and Constrained Land

Findings:

Looking to the future of Flagst aff, this diagram shows land that has
been developed and land that constr ains devel opraent.

Large areas shown in white are areas where future devel oprnent is
possible. This diagram does not takeinto account other potential
constraing on developroent such as proximity tathe airport, County
Land-owned lands, lirnited capadty of existing utilities or lade of
existing utilities, and other access restridions.
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Existing Walkable Mixed-Use Commercial Centers

Dicgram 7: Existing Wallkakle Mixed-Use Commercial
Centers

Findingst

The downtown core is the only mixed-use, pedestrian-oriented
center within the commminity.

The histaricgriditen pattern allowed hormes to be within a
lo-rnimt e walk ofthe downtown main street, whidh provided places
to eat, live, wark, and shop, as well as publicservices.

Past-World War [, the growth patterns becarme more auta-
oriented in their location, design, and planning, esp ecially retail
developrments,

The post-World War 11 system of arterial and collectar streets
placed an emphasis on redudng the interconned ed system of
streets and blacks. With this shift in plamming came an inaease in
the market areas and distance between neighborhood conumerdal
centers. Walking or Moyding to these centers became less easy or
cornfartable, resulting in more automobile dependence. The mixed-
use main street transformed to a dngle-use strip mall format with a
grocery stare and supporting strip mall uses, Professional office uses
ocourred and wereregulated to separately, erasing the symbiotic
telationship betweeen these uses on main streets, Publicuses

other than schoals were few andfar between in these later growth
patterns, All of these factors minimized the potential for walloability
or bikability,
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School Districts and Walkability

Dicgiram 8: School Districts and Wallcability

Findingst

Flagstaff has a comprehensive network of public, diarter and private
schools across its more developed northern half,

Inthe northern half of the dty, elementary sdhools are lacated
within a 5- or 10-rinute wallk from most hormes, Middle schoals and
high schools are located in the neighborhoads of Flagstaff Townsite
and Sunnyside,

The southern half of the dty has two isclated element ary schoals
and a high schodl.
Morthern Arizona Universdtyis located geagraphically in the center

of the city, and a the southern edge ofthe more heavily developed
northern half of the dty,
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Transit Corridors

Dicgram 9: Transit Corridors

Findingst

Flagstaff has a transit netwaork which covers much of the developed
areain thenorthern half of the dty Areasin the southern half of the
dty such as Country Club Estates do not have access to transit,

During peal cormrmate times there is a 30-minute interval between
buses; off -peale, most routes run on a S0-rminute interval,
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Districts

Diciggram 10: Districts

Findingst

There are four primary dngle-use districts within the City of
Flagst aff:

1. Industrial Park district to the northeast abowe the Santa Fe
Bailroad.

2. The IndustrialfCormrner cial district between the Santa Fe
Railroad and Interstate Highway 40,

3, Adrport district to the southeast edge of the City

4, Worthern Arizona University

D to their importance to the economic health of the City, these
districts should be preserved and potentially enhanced.

There are two types of auto-oriented cormerdal districts,

1. Centers that can be walked to,
2. Centersthat canmot easily be walleed ta.
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Potential Walkable Mixed-Use Centers

Dicgram 11: Potential Walkakle Mixed-Use Centers

Findingst

In order to continne to increase wallkability, bikability, and use

of tr ansit, new mixed-use centers providing local camrmerdal
services in amain street format need to be integrated into existing
neighborhoods of the City There are several levels o which this can
happen.

Step [-Short Term (Convert): Sites that were developed as auto-
dependent strip malls have the potential to become walkable rixed-
use centers at the hearts of neighbarhoaods,

Step II-Short Term (Evalve): Sites that were zoned for commerdal
or professional office regulations (tvpically found within histeric
neighborhoods) shauld be carefully considered in arder toreinforce

the neighborhoods, not compromise therm

Step [I-id-Term (Transform): Oppor tunity sites in varions
locations within the City hoave the long-term goal ef transformation
fram single-use districts to mized-use areas providing cornrmer dal
arnenities within a S-rninute wall of most households, This would
need to be done carefully in order to allow these areas to evalwve
withot requiring immmediste change that renders current uses non-
conforming. Additional street comnections and trandtionsinto the
adj acent areas would need to be studied as well,

Step IW- Long Term (Transforrm): Even after all of the above centers
areintegrated, there will still be residential areas within the City
that will not be within comfortable walking distance of a mixed-use
center or cormerdal atmenities, These proposed areas would require
majar changes in land use, intendty of form, and street conmectivity,
Pdlicy dhanges would need to be made in the Regional Land Use
and Transportation Plan, neighbars would need to be engaged and
careful consideration would need to be given during the planning
and desgn of these areas, The necessary policy changes arenat
expeced to happen anytime in the next 10-15 vears unless gas prices
comtinue to escalate,
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